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What's this course about?



Data visualization



The natural way to communicate data



Wealth inequality increasing



Raw data

AMOUNT OF WEALTH PER
YEAR AND PERCENTILE
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Communication
fails



Verbal language

“Wealth inequality
has risen almost
7 times in the past
50 years”



Verbal language

“Wealth inequality
has risen almost
7 times in the past
20 years”
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Verbal language

“Wealth inequality
has risen almost
7 times in the past
20 years”
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Verbal language

“Wealth inequality
has risen almost
7 times in the past
20 years”

Communication

fails
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Visual description of the data

Distribution of Family Wealth, 1963-2016
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Source: Urban Institute calculations from Survey of Financtal Characteristics of Consumers 19462 (December 31), Survey of Changes in Family Finances 1963, and Survey of Consumer Finances
1983-2016.

Note: 2016 dollars. URBAN INSTITUTE

SOURCE: APPS.URBAN.ORG/FEATURES/WEALTH-INEQUALITY-CHARTS
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Visual description of the data

Distribution of Family Wealth, 1963-2016

1963 1983 2016
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Source: Urban Institute calculations from Survey of Financial Characteristics of Consumers 19462 (December 31), Survey of Changes in Family Finances 1963, and Survey of Consumer Finances
1983-2016.
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SOURCE: APPS.URBAN.ORG/FEATURES/WEALTH-INEQUALITY-CHARTS
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Visual description of the data

Distribution of Family Wealth, 1963-2016
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SOURCE: APPS.URBAN.ORG[FEATURES/WEALTH-INEQUAUTY-CHARTS
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Visual description of the data

Distribution of Family Wealth, 1963-2016

1963 1983 2016
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Note: 2016 dollars. URBAN INSTITUTE

SOURCE: APPS.URBAN.ORG[FEATURES/WEALTH-INEQUALUTY-CHARTS
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Visual description of the data

Distribution of Family Wealth, 1963-2016
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Visual description of the data

Distribution of Family Wealth, 1963-2016
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Visual description of the data

Distribution of Family Wealth, 1963-2016

1963 1983 2016
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Source: Urban Institute calculations from Survey of Financial ics of C s 1962/(D 31), Survey of Changes in Family Finances 1963, and Survey of Consumer Finances
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Planet Radius (km)

Jupiter
Saturn
Uranus

Neptune

Earth
Venus
Mars
Mercury

69,911

58,232

25,362

24,622

6,371
6,052
3,390
2,440
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Planet Radius (km)

Jupiter 69,911

Saturn 58,232

= — “Jupiter’s radius is 10x
Neptune 24,622

Earth 6,371 the radius of the Earth”
Venus 6,052

Mars 3,390
Mercury 2,440
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Earth Jupiter
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A picture is worth a

thousand words
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A picture is worth a
thousand words

“V-J DAY ON TIMES SQUARE": ALFRED EISENSTAEDT, 1945
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A (good) graph is worth a

thousand numbers
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What is data visualization?




What is data visualization?

Communicate data in a natural, effective way



What is data visualization?

Communicate data in a natural, effective way

Reveal information in a more impactful way



What is data visualization?

Communicate data in a natural, effective way
Reveal information in a more impactful way

Assist the viewer in thinking about the content



What is data visualization?

Communicate data in a natural, effective way
Reveal information in a more impactful way

Assist the viewer in thinking about the content

Tool to lie about data and distort information



What is data visualization?

Communicate data in a natural, effective way
Reveal information in a more impactful way

Assist the viewer in thinking about the content
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